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In the early years of the Cold War, one voice of dissent regarding United States foreign policy came from an
unexpected source. The National Farmers Union criticized the Truman administration for what it saw as an
advancement of American imperialism, a denial of the prerogatives of other nations in world affairs, and an
inaccurate view of Soviet communism's threat to world peace.

Bruce Field here explores the people and events of a little-studied episode in American history by describing
how the leadership of the Farmers Union split over the Korean War. When the organization was faced with
accusations of being communist sympathizers, NFU national president Jim Patton chose to support the war
while a splinter group led by Iowa Farmers Union president Fred Stover continued to protest American
involvement.

Harvest of Dissent traces the tension that gripped America's heartland in the early 1950s as American
farmers spoke their minds about their country's foreign policy. Drawing heavily on both Patton's and Stover's
papers as well as on interviews with members of the NFU, Field presents an engaging study of the two men's
leadership styles and personalities as he relates the infighting that tore apart this organization and the effects
it had on both domestic and foreign affairs.

By examining such issues as the state of U.S. agriculture in the postwar years and the relationship between
Patton and presidential candidate Henry Wallace in the 1948 election, Field establishes a context for
understanding the NFU split. He argues that Patton was ultimately more concerned about the welfare of his
organization than about ideological issues, acknowledging that if the NFU continued to criticize American
policy it would lose influence and could even collapse.

A revealing study in political intolerance, Harvest of Dissent provides an insightful look at the role one
group of farmers played during a crucial time in American history and the impact those times had on the
union's future. It shows how even a relatively small organization can gain prominence on the national stage
and offers a view of the Cold War from an unusual vantage point.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Woods:

This Harvest of Dissent: The National Farmers Union and the Early Cold War (American Political Thought)
usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of
this Harvest of Dissent: The National Farmers Union and the Early Cold War (American Political Thought)
can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through
food but feed you with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this Harvest of Dissent: The National Farmers Union and the Early Cold War (American Political
Thought) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

James Sanford:

This book untitled Harvest of Dissent: The National Farmers Union and the Early Cold War (American
Political Thought) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
publication from your list.

Billie Brown:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any book. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day to reading
a reserve. The book Harvest of Dissent: The National Farmers Union and the Early Cold War (American
Political Thought) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Kyra Franson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and Harvest of Dissent: The National Farmers Union and the
Early Cold War (American Political Thought) or maybe others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was



created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their
knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Harvest of Dissent: The National
Farmers Union and the Early Cold War (American Political Thought) to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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