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In antiquity, the story of the failed assault of the Seven against Thebes ranked second only to the Trojan War.
But whereas the latter was immortalized by Homer’s Iliad, the account of the former in the epic Thebais
survives only in fragments preserved in later authors. The same is true of the Oedipodeia and Epigoni, which
dealt respectively with events leading up to the Seven’s campaign and with the successful assault on the city
in the next generation. The Thebais was probably the most important of the three?certainly more and longer
fragments of it have survived?and it has been alleged that its recovery would tell us more about Homer than
any comparable discovery.

Paradoxically, these fragments suggest very un-Homeric content and style (in particular its detail of the hero
Tydeus forfeiting immortality by gnawing on the head of a dying enemy). The same is true of the epic
Alcmaeonis, named after one of the Epigoni, whose few surviving fragments pullulate with un-Homeric
features. Malcolm Davies provides the first full commentary on all four epics’ fragments. He attempts to set
them in context and examines whether artistic depictions of the relevant myths can help reconstruct the lost
epics’ contents.
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From reader reviews:

Merideth Davis:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Theban Epics (Hellenic Studies Series). You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some
sort of book The Theban Epics (Hellenic Studies Series). You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Eloise Torres:

The book untitled The Theban Epics (Hellenic Studies Series) is the book that recommended to you to see.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of The Theban Epics (Hellenic Studies Series) from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

James Smith:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Theban Epics (Hellenic
Studies Series) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for
all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, you may pick The Theban Epics (Hellenic Studies Series) become your own starter.

Floretta Simmons:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the The Theban Epics (Hellenic Studies Series) when you needed it?
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