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R. J. Stove’s A Student’s Guide to Music History is a concise account, written for the intelligent lay reader,
of classical music’s development from the early Middle Ages onwards. Beginning with a discussion of
Hildegard von Bingen, a twelfth-century German nun and composer, and the origins of plainchant, Stove’s
narrative recounts the rise (and ever-increasing complexity) of harmony during the medieval world, the
differences between secular and sacred music, the glories of the contrapuntal style, and the origins of opera.
Stove then relates the achievements of the high baroque period, the very different idioms that prevailed
during the late eighteenth century, and the emergence of Romanticism, with its emphasis upon the artist-
hero. With the late nineteenth century came a growing emphasis on musical patriotism, writes Stove,
especially in Spain, Hungary, Russia, Bohemia, Norway, Denmark, Finland, and the United States. A final
section discusses the trends that have characterized music since 1945.

Stove’s guide also singles out eminent composers for special coverage, including Palestrina, Monteverdi,
Handel, Bach, Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Wagner, Verdi, Brahms, Debussy, Richard Strauss,
Sibelius, and Messiaen. As a brief orientation to the history and contours of classical music, A Student’s
Guide to Music History is an unparalleled resource.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

The e-book untitled A Student's Guide to Music History (ISI Guides to the Major Disciplines) is the book
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of A Student's Guide to Music History (ISI Guides to the Major
Disciplines) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Tiara Garcia:

The guide with title A Student's Guide to Music History (ISI Guides to the Major Disciplines) has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Christopher Gaul:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book you
can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a lot of
information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read. If
you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The A Student's Guide to Music
History (ISI Guides to the Major Disciplines) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Paula Mayo:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Student's Guide to
Music History (ISI Guides to the Major Disciplines) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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