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Since Aristotle’s famous declaration that the speculative sciences originated with the emergence of a leisure
class, it has been accepted as a truism that intellectual activity requires political stability and leisure in order
to flourish. Paradoxically, however, some of the most powerful and influential contributions to Western
intellectual culture have been produced in conditions that were adverse–indeed hostile–to intellectual
activity. Examples include Socrates' stirring defense of the examined life before a hostile Athenian jury,
Boethius writing The Consolation of Philosophy under the specter of impending torture and execution,
Galileo devising key notions for modern mechanics while under house arrest, and Jean-Paul Sartre drafting
portions of Being and Nothingness in his war diaries, to name only a few of the most famous incidents–all
extraordinary achievements spawned, developed or completed in adversity. In cases such as these, a
philosopher or scientist must manage somehow to remain intellectually creative and focused despite living in
conditions that are adverse or hostile to thought. In brief, they are working on ideas under fire.

This book is a survey of several momentous cases of philosophers and scientists working under fire. Each
chapter of Ideas Under Fire explores a particular case or set of related cases. For each case contributors
consider two questions: How did the individual at the center of a particular moment of discovery overcome
such formidable obstacles to leisure and conceptually abstract thought? And how did adversity shape their
thinking under fire?

Each chapter has been written by a specialist on its respective subject, and the book covers every period of
Western history. All the chapters are written in an accessible style that is intended to appeal to both
specialists and generalists.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Williams:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Ideas Under Fire: Historical Studies of Philosophy and Science in
Adversity.

Manuel Rodriguez:

The book Ideas Under Fire: Historical Studies of Philosophy and Science in Adversity will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Ideas Under Fire: Historical
Studies of Philosophy and Science in Adversity is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Loretta Manson:

Exactly why? Because this Ideas Under Fire: Historical Studies of Philosophy and Science in Adversity is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Stacey Thompson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Ideas Under Fire: Historical Studies of Philosophy and Science in Adversity your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can
be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one type
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Ideas Under Fire: Historical Studies
of Philosophy and Science in Adversity giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you
the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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