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*Discusses the myths and legends surrounding the two rulers.
*Includes passages from Catherine's memoirs and letters she wrote to contemporaries like Voltaire and
Diderot.
*Includes pictures depicting Peter, Catherine and important people, places and events in their lives.
*Includes a Bibliography of both leaders for further reading.
For anyone trying to understand the origins of modern Russia, the search should begin with Tsar Peter I
(1672-1725), who titled himself Peter the Great during his lifetime. The moniker is fitting, considering the
manner in which Peter brought Russia out of the Middle Ages and into the 18th century. Through a series of
campaigns, Peter turned Russia into a formidable empire that would subsequently become a major force on
the European continent, while also emulating Western Europe and turning Russia into an international state
that interacted with the other continental powers. By revolutionizing and modernizing Russian arms,
including the creation of Russia’s first naval force, Peter was able to pursue an aggressive and expansionist
foreign policy that set the stage for the way the European map would be redrawn again and again over the
coming centuries.
Perhaps more remarkably, as Peter was stretching Russia’s borders, he was transforming Russia from the
inside as well. Fond of the cultures to the west, Peter embraced technology, science and the arts, developing
a new educational system for his people and supporting a number of institutions of higher learning in Russia.
He built a European-style capital at St. Petersburg and also established new ports and access to the Baltic Sea
for the purposes of opening up trade with the west.
As one of the most famous women rulers in history, Russian Empress Catherine the Great has long been
remembered not only as one of the most powerful women of her time, but she was also one of the most
powerful and capable rulers in all of Europe. And her path to the throne was just as remarkable as her reign.
In a story that sounds like it could have been a precursor to Cinderella, Catherine the Great was born into a
family of minor nobility, but she managed to forge her own destiny through her own cunning use of
diplomacy and intrigue, gradually gaining allies and power. By 1762, she confident enough to conspire
against her own husband, Peter III, whose reign as Tsar lasted just six months before his arrest at the hands
of his wife. Upon his arrest and death, Catherine took power as the regent for their son, Grand Duke Paul.
Despite the strong-arm tactics, Catherine came to power in the midst of the Enlightenment, which was
flourishing in France and Britain, and she would rule as an Enlightened ruler. A known correspondent of
Voltaire’s, Catherine sought to modernize Russia and turn it into a force in its own right, creating a rich and
cultured court at the same time. Over the course of nearly 35 years in power, Catherine ushered in the
Russian Enlightenment and presided over a period of time known as the Golden Age of the Russian Empire.
Given her length of reign, forceful character, and lasting legacy, it was inevitable that legends about
Catherine the Great would also pop up in the wake of her death. To an extent, certain legends have
overshadowed her actual accomplishments, even as they continue to be circulated.
Peter the Great & Catherine the Great addresses the lives and legends of the two rulers, explaining how they
turned Russia into a major player on the European scene. Along with pictures of important people, places,
and events, you will learn about Peter the Great and Catherine the Great like you never have before.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Saffold:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Peter the Great & Catherine the Great: Russia's Greatest Tsar and Tsarina the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Peter the Great & Catherine the Great: Russia's
Greatest Tsar and Tsarina giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Karen Perl:

This Peter the Great & Catherine the Great: Russia's Greatest Tsar and Tsarina is great e-book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can
claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Peter the Great & Catherine the Great: Russia's Greatest Tsar and Tsarina in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide
that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Lori Whitten:

You can obtain this Peter the Great & Catherine the Great: Russia's Greatest Tsar and Tsarina by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.

Ivan Dinkel:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Peter the Great & Catherine the Great: Russia's
Greatest Tsar and Tsarina was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Peter the Great & Catherine the Great: Russia's Greatest Tsar and Tsarina has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you



are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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