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Once called "America's greatest actress," renowned for the passion and power of her performances, Clara

Morris (1847-1925) has been largely forgotten. A Spectacle of Suffering: Clara Morris on the American

Stage is the first full-length study of the actress's importance as a feminist in the late nineteenth and early

twentieth centuries. Detailing her daunting health problems and the changing tastes in entertainment that led

to her retirement from the stage, Barbara Wallace Grossman explores Morris's dramatic reinvention as an

author. During a second robust career, she published hundreds of newspaper and magazine articles and nine

books—six works of fiction and three memoirs.

Grossman draws on the fifty-four-volume diary that Morris kept from 1868 until 1924, as well as on

the manuscript fragments and notes of journalist George T. MacAdam, who died in 1929 before completing

the actress's biography. Grossman provides a dramatic account of Morris's life and work from her troubled

early years, through an unhappy marriage, morphine addiction, and invalidism, to the challenges of touring,

the decline of her artistic reputation, and the demands of the writing career she pursued so tenaciously. A

Spectacle of Suffering reveals how Morris, even after experiencing blindness and the loss of her home,

livelihood, and family, did not succumb to despair and found comfort in the small pleasures of her

circumscribed life.

A Spectacle of Suffering recovers an important figure in American theatre and ensures that Morris

will be remembered not simply as an actress but as a respected writer and beloved public figure, admired for

her courage in dealing with adversity. The book, which is enhanced by twenty-four illustrations, is the only

published biography of Clara Morris. It is as much a tribute to the power of the human spirit as it is an

effective means of exploring American theatre and society in the Gilded Age.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular A Spectacle of Suffering: Clara
Morris on the American Stage (Theater in the Americas) to read.

Joyce Johnson:

The book untitled A Spectacle of Suffering: Clara Morris on the American Stage (Theater in the Americas) is
the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown
to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of A Spectacle of Suffering: Clara Morris on the
American Stage (Theater in the Americas) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

Melvin Hayes:

This A Spectacle of Suffering: Clara Morris on the American Stage (Theater in the Americas) is great book
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can
declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in
it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having A Spectacle of Suffering: Clara Morris on the American Stage
(Theater in the Americas) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Irene Howe:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims A
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