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Lost in an art—the art of translation. Thus, in an elegant anagram (translation = lost in an art), Pulitzer Prize-
winning author and pioneering cognitive scientist Douglas Hofstadter hints at what led him to pen a deep
personal homage to the witty sixteenth-century French poet Clément Marot.”Le ton beau de Marot” literally
means ”The sweet tone of Marot”, but to a French ear it suggests ”Le tombeau de Marot”—that is, ”The
tomb of Marot”. That double entendre foreshadows the linguistic exuberance of this book, which was
sparked a decade ago when Hofstadter, under the spell of an exquisite French miniature by Marot, got
hooked on the challenge of recreating both its sweet message and its tight rhymes in English—jumping
through two tough hoops at once.In the next few years, he not only did many of his own translations of
Marot’s poem, but also enlisted friends, students, colleagues, family, noted poets, and translators—even
three state-of-the-art translation programs!—to try their hand at this subtle challenge.The rich harvest is
represented here by 88 wildly diverse variations on Marot’s little theme. Yet this barely scratches the surface
of Le Ton beau de Marot, for small groups of these poems alternate with chapters that run all over the map of
language and thought.Not merely a set of translations of one poem, Le Ton beau de Marot is an
autobiographical essay, a love letter to the French language, a series of musings on life, loss, and death, a
sweet bouquet of stirring poetry—but most of all, it celebrates the limitless creativity fired by a passion for
the music of words.Dozens of literary themes and creations are woven into the picture, including Pushkin’s
Eugene Onegin, Dante’s Inferno, Salinger’s Catcher in the Rye, Villon’s Ballades, Nabokov’s essays,
Georges Perec’s La Disparition, Vikram Seth’s Golden Gate, Horace’s odes, and more.Rife with stunning
form-content interplay, crammed with creative linguistic experiments yet always crystal-clear, this book is
meant not only for lovers of literature, but also for people who wish to be brought into contact with current
ideas about how creativity works, and who wish to see how today’s computational models of language and
thought stack up next to the human mind.Le Ton beau de Marot is a sparkling, personal, and poetic
exploration aimed at both the literary and the scientific world, and is sure to provoke great excitement and
heated controversy among poets and translators, critics and writers, and those involved in the study of
creativity and its elusive wellsprings.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Hedrick:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Le Ton Beau De Marot: In Praise of The Music of Language. Try
to the actual book Le Ton Beau De Marot: In Praise of The Music of Language as your buddy. It means that
it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Samara Reed:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Le Ton Beau
De Marot: In Praise of The Music of Language, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Pearl Dyson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a book. The book Le Ton Beau De Marot: In Praise of The Music of
Language it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

Patrick Reyes:

The book untitled Le Ton Beau De Marot: In Praise of The Music of Language contain a lot of information
on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If



you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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