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Madly after the Muses examines the use of Graeco-Roman samplings in the Bengali works of Michael
Madhusudan Datta (1824-1873), the nineteenth-century poet and playwright. His oeuvre, which includes a
Bengali play dramatizing a Hindu version of the Judgement of Paris, a retelling of the Sanskrit Ramayana
using various Vergilian and Homeric tropes, a Hindu response to Ovid's Heroides, and a Bengali prose
version of the first half of Homer's Iliad, utilize the Greek and Roman classics in a surprising and subversive
way. Though steeped in contemporary British literary culture, Madhusudan's Bengali works bypassed the
literary trends of his British contemporaries and, most strikingly, used the Western classics to defy the
hegemonic elite culture of the Hindu pundits. He treated traditional Hindu material with innovations inspired
by the literature of the Graeco-Roman world, and provided an Orientalist Indo-European reading of the
ancient cultures of India and Europe. By subverting contemporary British constructions of what constituted
'classical', he also highlighted counter-currents within the Western classical discourse.

In this volume, Riddiford introduces new texts and contexts to the fields of classical reception and
postcolonial scholarship, and includes appendices with translated excerpts from Bengali works not
previously translated into English. He also examines the Bengali poet's classical education, drawing on new
material from various archives to show that he was given a rigorous British-style classical education,
offering a surprising early chapter in the story of the dissemination and reception of the Graeco-Roman
classics in India.
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From reader reviews:

George Seal:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his
Reception of the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical Presences), you could tells your family, friends and soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Kevin Miller:

The particular book Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of
the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical Presences) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes
some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Lisa Walker:

This Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-
Roman Classics (Classical Presences) is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Madly after the Muses: Bengali
Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical Presences) can
be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Lois Hutter:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-
Roman Classics (Classical Presences) we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To



become creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Madly after the Muses: Bengali Poet Michael
Madhusudan Datta and his Reception of the Graeco-Roman Classics (Classical Presences). You can more
appealing than now.
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