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Presenting fresh insights on the internal dynamics and global contexts that shaped foreign relations in early
modern Japan, Robert I. Hellyer challenges the still largely accepted wisdom that the Tokugawa shogunate,
guided by an ideology of seclusion, stifled intercourse with the outside world, especially in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries.

Examining diplomacy, coastal defense, and foreign trade, this study demonstrates that while the shogunate
created the broader framework, foreign relations were actually implemented through cooperative but
sometimes competitive relationships with the Satsuma and Tsushima domains, which themselves held
largely independent ties with neighboring states. Successive Tokugawa leaders also proactively revised
foreign trade, especially with China, taking steps that mirrored the commercial stances of other Asian and
Western states.

In the nineteenth century, the system of foreign relations continued to evolve, with Satsuma gaining a greater
share of foreign trade and Tsushima assuming more responsibility in coastal defense. The two domains
subsequently played key roles in Japan’s transition from using early modern East Asian practices of foreign
relations to the national adoption of international relations, especially the recasting of foreign trade and the
centralization of foreign relations authority, in the years surrounding the Meiji Restoration of 1868.
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From reader reviews:

Beth Ritchey:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
These are reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Defining Engagement: Japan and Global Contexts,
1640 - 1868 (Harvard East Asian Monographs).

Frances Fortier:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual
Defining Engagement: Japan and Global Contexts, 1640 - 1868 (Harvard East Asian Monographs) is kind of
book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Valery Carpenter:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely Defining Engagement: Japan and Global Contexts, 1640 - 1868 (Harvard East Asian
Monographs).

Andy McNeil:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Defining Engagement: Japan and Global Contexts, 1640
- 1868 (Harvard East Asian Monographs) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this
one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Defining Engagement: Japan and Global Contexts, 1640 - 1868 (Harvard East Asian Monographs).
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