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Christopher Merkner is a Shirley Jackson for the contemporary Midwest, where the ties of family and
community intersect darkly with suburban American life. In these stories, an enraged village gaslights
unsuspecting vacationers and a young man delays a impending confession, fondling the nostrils of his
mother's pet pig. Sharp and uneasy, for these inheritors of tradition, that which binds them most
closely—offering stability and identity and comfort—are precisely the qualities that set them back, pull them
down, burden, limit, and ruin them.

"Merkner’s first short story collection provides a voyeuristic vantage point on fractured lives. He has the
striking ability to turn the familiar into the uncanny and morph the comfortable into the weird, and, clearly,
he’s at home in that strange realm. In most of the stories, we witness lives at the moment an individual’s
identity begins to fray, sometimes slowly and sometimes swiftly. These changes are both painful and thought
provoking to witness through the book’s unrelenting first-person perspective. At times Merkner’s prose
evokes unease, but more often it encourages a chuckle, and his plot twists will leave even the most seasoned
reader surprised. In each story, even those that only run for three pages, the tension mounts deliciously, many
times with no foreseeable relief. The true beauty of these tales lies in their delicate endings, which manage to
both tie up loose ends and leave everything hanging, so that they are simultaneously satisfying and
mysterious. Such complexity makes great reading for lovers of short fiction, and for all who wish to witness
a new master at work."—Booklist

Christopher Merkner teaches creative writing at West Chester University. His work has appeared in Black
Warrior Review, Cincinnati Review, Fairy Tale Review, Gettysburg Review, New Orleans Review, and Best
American Mystery Stories. He and his wife and kids live in West Chester, Pennsylvania.
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From reader reviews:

Chester Walters:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
The Rise & Fall of the Scandamerican Domestic: Stories.

Gerald Patton:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Rise & Fall of the Scandamerican
Domestic: Stories that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you could pick The Rise & Fall of the Scandamerican Domestic: Stories become your own
personal starter.

Louis Hartford:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Rise & Fall of the Scandamerican Domestic: Stories provide you with new
experience in reading a book.

Gloria Lafreniere:

Beside this particular The Rise & Fall of the Scandamerican Domestic: Stories in your phone, it can give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town.
It is good thing to have The Rise & Fall of the Scandamerican Domestic: Stories because this book offers to
you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be



questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it
from right now!
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