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Critics argue that contemporary western societies are immersed in a "culture of memory," devoting resources
to national histories and heritage, commemoration, public re-enactments, etc. We use these recollections of
our national past to maintain a collective identity in the present, among other uses. These essays, edited by
Cynthia Sugars and Eleanor Ty, explore how Canadian literature draws on aspects of cultural memory, past
and future.

Exploring memory as a "vector of signification" involves a wide range of topics such concepts of as heritage,
antiquity, nostalgia, elegy, ancestry, haunting, trauma, affect, aging, authenticity, commemoration, public
history. Contributors to this collection consider literary treatments of both mainstream and alternative uses of
cultural memory, past and contemporary, urban and rural. From well-known writers like Alice Munro, Al
Purdy and Dionne Brand to recreations of Aboriginal pasts and less common topics like food and
Mennonites, there is wide representation of Canada's literary diversity. And equally representative is the
collection's historical spread, ranging across early explorer narratives to contemporary works. The collection
digs into some of the darker moments in our past (immigrant experiences, recollections of interned Japanese-
Canadians in World War 2, and memories of Native children in residential schools). The sheer ambition of
this collection suggests the multifaceted ways that Canada's past is part of our collective cultural memory
now. A four-page colour insert - including Seth cartoons as well as unique, little known photography -
provides a compelling visual context for the collection's treatment of the complex, multifaceted character of
cultural memory in Canada.

The collection is divided into five parts (amnesia, postmemory, recovery work, trauma, and globalization),
all areas of research in the emerging field of cultural memory. These thought-provoking essays reflect the
many ways the past infuses the present, and the present adapts the past. Students and scholars will find this
rich collection useful in upper-level courses in Canadian literature as well as in cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Erdmann:

The reserve with title Canadian Literature and Cultural Memory (Themes in Canadian Sociology) has lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Paul Blum:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Canadian Literature and Cultural Memory (Themes in Canadian Sociology) your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Canadian Literature and Cultural Memory (Themes in
Canadian Sociology) giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Catherine Acevedo:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Canadian Literature and Cultural Memory (Themes in
Canadian Sociology) why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Joseph Langley:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Canadian Literature and Cultural Memory (Themes in Canadian Sociology) this
book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented
just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to



understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book suited
all of you.
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