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Drawing on archival material from Shaker members, observers, and apostates, noted historian Suzanne R.
Thurman offers a scholarly yet eminently readable study of life in two of the oldest, most prominent
American Shaker villages: the Harvard and Shirley communities of massachusetts. Even as she delves into
the complex fabric of Shaker social life, Thurman challenges traditional perceptions of gender roles within
the community. Shaker spiritual and social ethics, she points out, strongly favored women. Celibacy and an
androgynous theology, for instance, allowed androgynous social roles to evolve. Another key factor was the
lively arena of nineteenth-century reformers and intellectuals in nearby Boston. With admirable detail,
Thurman documents the relationship that grew between these forward thinkers and the Believers. Their
influence, she argues, enlightened Shaker consciousness and empowered their women of Harvard and
Shirley with opportunities denied them in the world at large. The author also explores links, particularly
economic, between Shakers and the greater American society. Treating Harvard and Shirley Believers as an
idiosyncratic part of the nation rather than a fringe group, Thurman sheds new light on their constant struggle
to be in the world but not of it.
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From reader reviews:

Esta Banks:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will need this O Sisters Ain't You Happy?: Gender, Family, and Community Among the
Harvard and Shirley Shakers, 1781-1918 (Women and Gender in Religion).

Junior Price:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is
this O Sisters Ain't You Happy?: Gender, Family, and Community Among the Harvard and Shirley Shakers,
1781-1918 (Women and Gender in Religion).

Debra Durso:

The publication with title O Sisters Ain't You Happy?: Gender, Family, and Community Among the Harvard
and Shirley Shakers, 1781-1918 (Women and Gender in Religion) posesses a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be
aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Mark York:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many
books in the top list in your reading list is actually O Sisters Ain't You Happy?: Gender, Family, and
Community Among the Harvard and Shirley Shakers, 1781-1918 (Women and Gender in Religion). This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking



way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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