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The Avant-Garde in Interwar England addresses modernism's ties to tradition, commerce, nationalism, and
spirituality through an analysis of the assimilation of visual modernism in England between 1910 and 1939.
During this period, a debate raged across the nation concerning the purpose of art in society. On one side
were the aesthetic formalists, led by members of London's Bloomsbury Group, who thought art was
autonomous from everyday life. On the other were England's so-called medieval modernists, many of them
from the provincial North, who maintained that art had direct social functions and moral consequences. As
Michael T. Saler demonstrates in this fascinating volume, the heated exchange between these two camps
would ultimately set the terms for how modern art was perceived by the British public.

Histories of English modernism have usually emphasized the seminal role played by the Bloomsbury Group
in introducing, celebrating, and defining modernism, but Saler's study instead argues that, during the
watershed years between the World Wars, modern art was most often understood in the terms laid out by the
medieval modernists. As the name implies, these artists and intellectuals closely associated modernism with
the art of the Middle Ages, building on the ideas of John Ruskin, William Morris, and other nineteenth-
century romantic medievalists. In their view, modernism was a spiritual, national, and economic movement,
a new and different artistic sensibility that was destined to revitalize England's culture as well as its
commercial exports when applied to advertising and industrial design.

This book, then, concerns the busy intersection of art, trade, and national identity in the early decades of
twentieth-century England. Specifically, it explores the life and work of Frank Pick, managing director of the
London Underground, whose famous patronage of modern artists, architects, and designers was guided by a
desire to unite nineteenth-century arts and crafts with twentieth-century industry and mass culture. As one of
the foremost adherents of medieval modernism, Pick converted London's primary public transportation
system into the culminating project of the arts and crafts movement. But how should today's readers regard
Pick's achievement? What can we say of the legacy of this visionary patron who sought to transform the
whole of sprawling London into a post-impressionist work of art? And was medieval modernism itself a
movement of pioneers or dreamers? In its bold engagement with such questions, The Avant-Garde in
Interwar England will surely appeal to students of modernism, twentieth-century art, the cultural history of
England, and urban history.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Lantz:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Avant-Garde in
Interwar England: Medieval Modernism and the London Underground suitable to you? The book was written
by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Avant-Garde in Interwar England: Medieval
Modernism and the London Undergroundis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Roger Lindsey:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The Avant-Garde in Interwar England: Medieval Modernism and the London Underground, you are able
to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a book.

James Anderson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Avant-Garde in Interwar England:
Medieval Modernism and the London Underground publication written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
hesitation The Avant-Garde in Interwar England: Medieval Modernism and the London Underground as
good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain
book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Gordon Woods:

This The Avant-Garde in Interwar England: Medieval Modernism and the London Underground is great
book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate
word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole



facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Avant-Garde in Interwar England: Medieval Modernism and the
London Underground in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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