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Mae West, George Gershwin, the Marx Brothers, Babe Ruth - these were just a few of the celebrities
caricatured in popular American periodicals during the first half of the 20th century. This book presents
hundreds of these rediscovered drawings and introduces a type of portraiture based on modern design and a
preoccupation with personality-based fame. Wendy Wick Reaves explores the roots of celebrity caricature in
the pre-World War I culture of New York and charts its growth into a fad during the 1920s and 1930s. She
tells how caricatures of the famous permeated the press - "Vanity Fair", the "New Yorker", the "New York
World" and other periodicals - and appeared as well on silk dresses, theatre curtains and cigarette cases. She
recounts the careers of many of the masters of the art, including Al Hirschfeld, Miguel Covarrubias, Al
Frueh, Ralph Barton and Marius de Zayas, and shows how their stylized portraits of the famous reveal the
roots of a celebrity culture in which, as gossip columnist Walter Winchell pointed out, social position was
"more a matter of press than prestige". Reaves contends that this modern caricature - with its abbreviation,
provocation, wit, figural distortion and dissonant colour contrasts - was a type of portraiture that captures the
essence of the times and influenced other arts. Celebrity caricature had appeal to an audience hungry for
emblems of the emerging urban culture. This book accompanies the first comprehensive exhibition on
celebrity caricature, which will open at the National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, USA in April
1998.
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From reader reviews:

Marlene Childs:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do?
Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just their can do
that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this specific Celebrity Caricature in America to read.

Amy McCarter:

The actual book Celebrity Caricature in America has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

James Jackson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Celebrity Caricature in America your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to.
The Celebrity Caricature in America giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying
it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jean McCallum:

The book untitled Celebrity Caricature in America contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains
the woman idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the
new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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