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Direct democracy continues to grow in importance throughout the United States. Citizens are increasingly
using initiatives and referendums to take the law into their own hands, overriding their elected officials to set
tax, expenditure, and social policies. John G. Matsusaka’s For the Many or the Few studies a century of
budget data from states and cities to provide the first comprehensive, empirical picture of how direct
democracy is changing government policies.
Based on a century of evidence and the most recent theory, Matsusaka argues against the popular belief that
initiatives empower wealthy special interest groups that neglect the majority view. Examining demographic,
political, and opinion data, he demonstrates how initiatives led to significant tax and expenditure cuts over
the last 30 years and that these cuts were supported by a majority of citizens. He concludes that, by and large,
direct democracy in the United States has worked for the benefit of the many rather than the few.
       “For the Many or the Few is a valuable contribution to our understanding of American democratic
institutions and public policy and an important book.”—Journal of Politics
     “John G. Matsusaka’s valuable, accessible book represents one of the few studies that attempt to test how
policy outcomes are affected by the initiative process and to examine whether policies produced by the
initiative reflect what the public actually wants.”—Political Science Quarterly
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From reader reviews:

Norris Patterson:

Typically the book For the Many or the Few: The Initiative, Public Policy, and American Democracy
(American Politics and Political Economy Series) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research
ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing
this book.

Wendell Darnell:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. For the Many or the Few: The Initiative, Public Policy, and American
Democracy (American Politics and Political Economy Series) can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Leigh Brown:

Beside this specific For the Many or the Few: The Initiative, Public Policy, and American Democracy
(American Politics and Political Economy Series) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have For
the Many or the Few: The Initiative, Public Policy, and American Democracy (American Politics and
Political Economy Series) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Sandra Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of
them is this For the Many or the Few: The Initiative, Public Policy, and American Democracy (American
Politics and Political Economy Series).
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