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What is it about "having a life"- which is to say, about having a sense of separate existence as a subject or
self - that is usually taken for granted but is so fragilely maintained in certain patients and, indeed, in most of
us at especially difficult times? In Having A Life: Self Pathology After Lacan, Lewis Kirshner takes this
Lacanian question as the point of departure for a thoughtful meditation on the conceptual problems and
clinical manifestations of pathologies of the self.

Beginning with the case of Margaret Little, analyzed by D. W. Winnicott, and proceeding to extended case
presentations from his own practice, Kirshner weaves together an avowedly American reading of Lacan with
the approaches to self pathology of an influential coterie of theorists. By drawing out common threads in
their respective discourses on the self, Kirshner achieves an original integration of Lacanian theory with
other contemporary approaches to self pathology. Of special note is his ability to sustain a dialogue between
Lacan and Kohut, whose shared clinical object, discernible through divergent vocabularies and conceptions,
is the struggle of the subject to avoid fragmentation that would obliterate a sense of aliveness and preclude
active engagement with the world.

Kirshner's opening chapter on the gifted, troubled Margaret Little and his concluding chapter on the eminent
political philosopher Louis Althusser, whose self pathology culminated in his strangling of his wife, Hélène
Rytman, in 1980, frame a study that is brilliantly successful in bringing "self" issues down to the messy
actualities of lived experience. Analytic therapists no less than students of the human sciences will be edified
by this cogent, readable attempt to infuse Lacanian concepts with the conceptual rigor and clinical
pragmatism of American psychoanalysis and to apply the resulting model of therapeutic action to a
fascinating range of case material.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Burke:

The book with title Having A Life: Self Pathology after Lacan posesses a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Susan Jun:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Having A Life: Self Pathology after
Lacan is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Russell Wade:

This Having A Life: Self Pathology after Lacan is new way for you who has interest to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Having A Life: Self Pathology after
Lacan can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the
e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with
knowledge.

Christopher Jorge:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just trying to find the Having A Life: Self Pathology after Lacan when you essential it?
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