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When Joseph Nathaniel Beckles registered for the draft in the 1942,  he rejected the racial categories
presented to him and persuaded the registrar to cross out the check mark she had placed next to Negro and
substitute “Ethiopian Hebrew.”  “God did not make us Negroes,” declared religious leaders in black
communities of the early twentieth-century urban North. They insisted that so-called Negroes are, in reality,
Ethiopian Hebrews, Asiatic Muslims, or raceless children of God. Rejecting conventional American racial
classification, many black southern migrants and immigrants from the Caribbean embraced these alternative
visions of black history, racial identity, and collective future, thereby reshaping the black religious and racial
landscape. 

Focusing on the Moorish Science Temple, the Nation of Islam, Father Divine’s Peace Mission Movement,
and a number of congregations of Ethiopian Hebrews, Judith Weisenfeld argues that the appeal of these
groups lay not only in the new religious opportunities membership provided, but also in the novel ways they
formulated a religio-racial identity. Arguing that members of these groups understood their religious and
racial identities as divinely-ordained and inseparable, the book examines how this sense of self shaped their
conceptions of their bodies, families, religious and social communities, space and place, and political
sensibilities. 

Weisenfeld draws on extensive archival research and incorporates a rich array of sources to highlight the
experiences of average members. The book demonstrates that the efforts by members of these movements to
contest conventional racial categorization contributed to broader discussions in black America about the
nature of racial identity and the collective future of black people that still resonate today.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed New
World A-Coming: Black Religion and Racial Identity during the Great Migration? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Ann Bland:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually New World A-Coming: Black Religion and Racial Identity during the Great Migration.

Diane Sanchez:

New World A-Coming: Black Religion and Racial Identity during the Great Migration can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing New World A-Coming: Black Religion and Racial Identity during the Great Migration however
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
considering.

Mary Craine:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the New World
A-Coming: Black Religion and Racial Identity during the Great Migration when you needed it?
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