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________________________________________ “We gain by not treating one another as neighbors.”
“Labor is the most scarce of all the primary means of production.” “Simply think of the state as a criminal
band.” The writers of these remarks are among the defunct economists whose ideology has dominated the
past few decades. Their thoughts, and the policies that spring from them, have brought us high
unemployment, glaring inequalities, exorbitant debts, social disintegration, industrial decay, deteriorating
public services, and most recently the monstrous crash of 2008. Here is a book that exposes and explains the
underlying ideology of the ‘neoconservative’ movement, obsessed with financial deregulation, unshackled
competition, maximization of profits and shrinkage of the public sector. This 'neoconservative' movement,
writes author Angus Sibley, has fooled a great many people by the simple expedient of claiming that it alone
supports true ‘freedom’, while its political rivals favor policies that lead inevitably to totalitarian
dictatorship. In reality, the author says, such talk is nonsensical. Many free, democratic countries have long
pursued socially progressive policies without degenerating into dictatorship. Meanwhile, in the ‘Anglo-
Saxon’ countries especially, what neoconservatives call ‘freedom’ has turned out to be the liberty of wealthy
capitalists to subvert the political process, to dominate economic decision-making, and generally to take
advantage of everyone else. Moreover, despite its un-Christian behavior, this group has succeeded in
persuading certain churches to lend it their support, and even argues that its ideology is compatible with the
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. This book offers a critique of the libertarian 'Austrian school' of
free-market economics from experience of real-world economic life and also from the wisdom traditions of
Judaism and Christianity, and especially from Catholic Social Teaching. It draws upon the author’s
professional experience in economics and his theological knowledge to show how libertarian economic
theory and practice, as proposed by the ‘Austrian school’, are radically challenged by Catholic teaching. The
author profoundly critiques the major libertarian theorists of the ‘Austrian school’, namely Carl Menger,
Ludwig von Mises, Friedrich von Hayek, and Murray Rothbard. In addition, he reports on several Catholic
thinkers who have defended or written positively about the Austrian school or its theorists. These include
Michael Novak of the American Enterprise Institute, Robert A. Sirico of the Acton Institute for the Study of
Religion and Liberty, and Thomas E. Woods, Jr. of the Ludwig von Mises Institute. He concludes the book
by asking the serious question of whether a supposedly Catholic defense of libertarian economics does not
actually constitute an understanding of the human person and human society that is heretical to the Catholic
tradition. Angus Sibley’s book is published by Pax Romana / Catholic Movement for Intellectual and
Cultural Affairs – USA, the US intellectual-professional federation of the worldwide Pax Romana movement
devoted to the study and promotion Catholic social teaching. The books Preface is written by Joe Holland,
President of Pax Romana's US intellectual-professional federation. Partnering in publishing the book are two
US organizations equally committed to Catholic Social Teaching and especially to its defense of labor
unions, namely Catholic Scholars for Worker Justice and the Catholic Labor Network.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Crider:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The "Poisoned Spring" of Economic Libertarianism:
Menger, Mises, Hayek, Rothbard: A Critique from Catholic Social Teaching of the 'Austrian School' of
Economics. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how
is important some sort of book The "Poisoned Spring" of Economic Libertarianism: Menger, Mises, Hayek,
Rothbard: A Critique from Catholic Social Teaching of the 'Austrian School' of Economics. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's examine.

George Thomas:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book The "Poisoned Spring" of Economic Libertarianism: Menger,
Mises, Hayek, Rothbard: A Critique from Catholic Social Teaching of the 'Austrian School' of Economics
was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The e-book The "Poisoned Spring" of Economic Libertarianism: Menger, Mises, Hayek,
Rothbard: A Critique from Catholic Social Teaching of the 'Austrian School' of Economics is not only giving
you far more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book The "Poisoned
Spring" of Economic Libertarianism: Menger, Mises, Hayek, Rothbard: A Critique from Catholic Social
Teaching of the 'Austrian School' of Economics. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Linda Wood:

The book The "Poisoned Spring" of Economic Libertarianism: Menger, Mises, Hayek, Rothbard: A Critique
from Catholic Social Teaching of the 'Austrian School' of Economics will bring you to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you
just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The "Poisoned Spring" of Economic Libertarianism: Menger,
Mises, Hayek, Rothbard: A Critique from Catholic Social Teaching of the 'Austrian School' of Economics is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.



Debra Davis:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The "Poisoned Spring" of Economic
Libertarianism: Menger, Mises, Hayek, Rothbard: A Critique from Catholic Social Teaching of the 'Austrian
School' of Economics to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a
book and read it. Beside that the e-book The "Poisoned Spring" of Economic Libertarianism: Menger, Mises,
Hayek, Rothbard: A Critique from Catholic Social Teaching of the 'Austrian School' of Economics can to be
your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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