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The bulk of Kipling’s writing consists of his short stories and critics often focus on the most striking ones, on
the masterpieces. They thus create or perpetuate a group of “hits” which are collected in anthologies. In
Actions and Reactions, the most famous stories may be “With the Night Mail” or “The House Surgeon”, but
certainly not “The Puzzler”: what brings them fame is their intrinsic originality and their forceful character
but also an interesting critical history. The more a story is analysed, the more interesting it gets – such is the
power of criticism. The point here is not to add another layer of criticism on the most successful stories but
rather to deal with the collection as a whole, and to analyse the effects of this type of book organisation on
the reader. Except for “Garm – a Hostage”, the stories were all written between 1905 and 1909. They all
appeared first separately in newspapers, showing that they can be read independently. When the collection
was published in 1909 it was entitled differently from any of the stories included. An apparently thematic
title now tops up these eight very dissimilar stories and appears as a link between them, which means that the
stories’ status changed in the process of collection. Despite a first impression of disjunction, the reader feels
that the collection is more than a mere juxtaposition. The poems did not accompany the stories when they
were published in the newspapers, whereas Kipling wrote them for the collection, showing that they have a
role to play in its building up. In his stories, Kipling created many characters whose main function is to listen
to a narrator telling his yarn: this certainly proves the importance of the question of the horizon of
expectation, using Jauss’s term, and more generally that of the reader’s role. Kipling invented his own type
of organization for his collections, and book after book his readers became used to this form. Actions and
Reactions can be taken as one example of the kiplingian short story collection and of the strategies at work in
it.
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From reader reviews:

Ernestine Worrell:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Actions and
Reactions? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different
opinion?

Louis Cline:

The e-book with title Actions and Reactions contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can
get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Helen Widner:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is actually Actions and Reactions.

Lola Kelly:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Actions and Reactions can give you a lot of buddies
because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Actions and Reactions.
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