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Before television, radio, and later the internet came to dominate the coverage of Australian politics, the
Canberra Press Gallery existed in a world far removed from today's 24-hour news cycle, spin doctors and
carefully scripted sound bites. This historical memoir of a career reporting from The Wedding Cake of Old
Parliament House offers a rare insider's perspective on both how the gallery once operated and its place in
the Australian body politic. Using some of the biggest political developments of the past fifty years as a
backdrop, Inside the Canberra Press Gallery – Life in the Wedding Cake of Old Parliament House sheds
light on the inner workings of an institution critical to the health of our parliamentary democracy. Rob
Chalmers (1929-2011) entered the Federal Parliamentary Press Gallery in 1951 as a twenty-one-year-old
reporter for the now-defunct Sydney Daily Mirror and would retire from political commentary 60 years later
– an unprecedented career span in Australian political history. No parliamentary figure – politician,
bureaucrat or journalist − can match Chalmers' experience, from his first Question Time on 7 March 1951
until, desperately ill, he reluctantly retired from editing the iconic newsletter Inside Canberra sixty years,
four months and eighteen days later. As well as being considered a shrewd political analyst, Chalmers was a
much-loved member of the gallery and a past president of the National Press Club. Rob Chalmers used to
boast that he had outlasted 11 prime ministers; and a 12th, Julia Gillard described him as 'one of the greats'
of Australian political journalism upon his passing. Rob Chalmers is survived by his wife Gloria and two
children from a previous marriage, Susan and Rob jnr.
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From reader reviews:

Cheri Whaley:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it
means that reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Inside the Canberra Press Gallery: Life in the Wedding Cake of Old
Parliament House.

Lily Spivey:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Inside
the Canberra Press Gallery: Life in the Wedding Cake of Old Parliament House is kind of book which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Harry Thomas:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time
to be go through. Inside the Canberra Press Gallery: Life in the Wedding Cake of Old Parliament House can
be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Doris Trumbull:

This Inside the Canberra Press Gallery: Life in the Wedding Cake of Old Parliament House is new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Inside the Canberra Press Gallery: Life in the Wedding Cake of Old Parliament House can be the light food
in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books
create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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