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Highway 18 between Mission and Okreek, South Dakota, is a stretch of no more than eighteen miles, but
late at night or in a blizzard it seems endless. "It feels like being somewhere between South Dakota and
'there,'" says Simon Ortiz, "perhaps at the farthest reaches of the galaxy."

Acoma Pueblo poet Ortiz spent a winter in South Dakota, teaching at Sinte Gleska College on the Rosebud
Lakota Sioux Reservation. The bitter cold and driving snow of a prairie winter were a reality commanding
his attention through its absolute challenge to survival and the meaning of survival.

Ortiz's way of dealing with the hard elements of winter was to write After and Before the Lightning, prose
and verse poems that were his response to that long season between the thunderstorms of autumn and spring.
"I needed a map of where I was and what I was doing in the cosmos," he writes. In these poems, which he
regards as a book-length poetic work, he charts the vast spaces of prairie and time that often seem
indistinguishable. As he faces the reality of winter on the South Dakota reservation, he also confronts the
harsh political reality for its Native community and culture and for Indian people everywhere.

"Writing this poetry reconnected me to the wonder and awe of life," Ortiz states emphatically. Readers will
feel the reality of that wonder and awe—and the cold of that South Dakota winter—through the gentle
ferocity of his words.
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From reader reviews:

Quincy Eddy:

This book untitled After and Before the Lightning (Sun Tracks) to be one of several books which best seller
in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too.
It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason
for you to past this publication from your list.

Ruth Coleman:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love After and Before the
Lightning (Sun Tracks), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Robert Cox:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this After and Before the Lightning (Sun Tracks) can make you feel more interested to
read.

Mark Klein:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book After and Before the Lightning
(Sun Tracks) to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book
and read it. Beside that the book After and Before the Lightning (Sun Tracks) can to be your new friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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