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As each generation confronts aging and responds to its challenges, the literary community—ranging from
Philip Roth to Jonathan Franzen—has provided nuanced and thoughtful depictions that transcend stereotypes
of old men as feeble and broken individuals. Under the sage guidance of these authors—many facing old age
themselves—older male characters have become increasingly prevalent in literary fiction.

In Aging Masculinity in the American Novel, Alex Hobbs turns the spotlight on matters related to later life by
examining a broad range of works. Hobbs looks at novels not only by literary lions of the Baby Boom
generation, but authors on the cusp of old age who anticipate its consequences. In addition to works by
Jonathan Franzen, Paul Auster, and Ethan Canin, the author considers the perspectives of female writers,
such as Marilynne Robinson, Anne Tyler, and Jane Smiley, who have created complex older male characters.
Hobbs argues that previous studies regarding male aging in popular culture have been reductive, and she
suggests that male and female experiences and interpretations of aging are individualistic and unique.

With a bold argument for how readers should contemplate masculinity in literary fiction, this book helps us
better understand the full range of issues that older men face—from legacy and loss to health issues and
grace. The author’s illuminating and persuasive perspectives will ignite a new way of thinking about this
subject and its central place in the national conversation. Looking at how older men’s lives are documented
in American fiction, Aging Masculinity in the American Novel will be of interest to scholars and students of
popular culture, gender studies, aging studies, and literature.
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From reader reviews:

Julius Montanez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Aging Masculinity in
the American Novel (Contemporary American Literature) is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Tod Espitia:

This Aging Masculinity in the American Novel (Contemporary American Literature) is great book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can
claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Aging Masculinity in the American Novel (Contemporary American
Literature) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular.
We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that.
So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Ruth Davis:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Aging Masculinity in the American
Novel (Contemporary American Literature) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

Jamila Coles:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Aging Masculinity in the American Novel
(Contemporary American Literature) as well as others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Aging Masculinity in the American Novel (Contemporary American
Literature) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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