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First published in Chinese in 1964 and then banned by the revolutionaries ten years later, this remarkable
autobiography presents the story of a man who served twice as emperor of China, once as emperor of the
Japanese puppet state in Manchuria, and then underwent a complete re-education in the prisons of the
Communist Chinese government, finally leading a life as an ordinary citizen.
Placed on the throne in 1908 at the age of two, Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi became the tenth ruler of the Ch'ing
Dynasty and the last emperor of China. Forced to abdicate four years later but permitted to remain in the
Forbidden City until the Ch'ing court lost power in 1924, Pu Yi spent his youth surrounded by eunuchs,
princes, cooks, consorts, tutors, and the decadent, often wild excesses of the Imperial Palace. During this
time, Reginald Johnston, a Scottish district officer and magistrate of the British-leased territory of Weihaiwei
in Shantung, became Pu Yi's tutor and established a bond with the young emperor that both remembered
fondly in their writings.
Recounting those early days, Pu Yi then describes his installation by the Japanese as puppet emperor in
Manchuria, the defeat of Japan by the Allies in World War II, his imprisonment in the Soviet Union, and his
eventual forced return to the People's Republic of China in 1950. Re-educated in Chinese prisons, Pu Yi
learned how to dress himself, work on an assembly line, and criticize his former uselessness and pride. Pu Yi
ends the account with his release from prison--pardoned by the Communist Party--and the beginning of his
new life as a gardener and then as a researcher of literary and historical materials.
This fascinating account not only depicts an empire in the throes of death and the zeal of a new-born regime,
but also reveals the tragic story of a man who was a helpless subject of family and government turmoils and
not really a ruler at all.
W.J. Jenner has written a general introduction and individual introductions to each chapter, giving the history
of the book and its political background. Simon Winchester has contributed an afterword on Chinese
reactions to the empire and to the making of Bernardo Bertolucci's film about Pu Yi, due to release in
November.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hunter:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Studying a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this From Emperor to Citizen:
The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi (Oxford Paperbacks) book because this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt
in it you may already know.

Verla Foster:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take From Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of
Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi (Oxford Paperbacks) as the daily resource information.

Molly Wilson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
From Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi (Oxford Paperbacks).

Amy Terrell:

This From Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi (Oxford Paperbacks) is great guide
for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can
state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having From Emperor to Citizen: The Autobiography of Aisin-Gioro Pu Yi (Oxford Paperbacks)
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that



offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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