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Roman secondary education aimed principally at training future lawyers and politicians. Under the late
Republic and the Empire, the main instrument was an import from Greece: declamation, the making of
practice speeches on imaginary subjects. There were two types of such speeches: controversiae on law-court
themes, suasoriae on deliberative topics. On both types a prime source of our knowledge is the work of
Lucius Annaeus Seneca, a Spaniard from Cordoba, father of the distinguished philosopher. Towards the end
of his long life (?55 BCE–?40 CE) he collected together ten books devoted to controversiae (some only
preserved in excerpt) and at least one (surviving) of suasoriae. These books contained his memories of the
famous rhetorical teachers and practitioners of his day: their lines of argument, their methods of approach,
their idiosyncrasies, and above all their epigrams. The extracts from the declaimers, though scrappy, throw
invaluable light on the influences that coloured the styles of most pagan (and many Christian) writers of the
Empire. Unity is provided by Seneca's own contribution, the lively prefaces, engaging anecdote about
speakers, writers and politicians, and brisk criticism of declamatory excess.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Sedillo:

The book Seneca the Elder: Declamations, Volume I, Controversiae, Books 1-6. (Loeb Classical Library No.
463 can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing
like a book Seneca the Elder: Declamations, Volume I, Controversiae, Books 1-6. (Loeb Classical Library
No. 463? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many info
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Seneca the Elder: Declamations,
Volume I, Controversiae, Books 1-6. (Loeb Classical Library No. 463 has simple shape but you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Sharon Rowe:

Often the book Seneca the Elder: Declamations, Volume I, Controversiae, Books 1-6. (Loeb Classical
Library No. 463 has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit.
The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Darryl Payton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Seneca the Elder: Declamations,
Volume I, Controversiae, Books 1-6. (Loeb Classical Library No. 463 e-book written by well-known writer
who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still hesitation Seneca the Elder: Declamations, Volume I, Controversiae, Books 1-
6. (Loeb Classical Library No. 463 as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide
that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.

Lashunda McCloud:

The book untitled Seneca the Elder: Declamations, Volume I, Controversiae, Books 1-6. (Loeb Classical
Library No. 463 contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have
a nice study.
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