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In November of 1964, as Lyndon Johnson celebrated his landslide victory over Barry Goldwater, the
government of South Vietnam lay in a shambles. Ambassador Maxwell Taylor described it as a country beset
by "chronic factionalism, civilian-military suspicion and distrust, absence of national spirit and motivation,
lack of cohesion in the social structure, lack of experience in the conduct of government." Virtually no one in
the Johnson Administration believed that Saigon could defeat the communist insurgency--and yet by July of
1965, a mere nine months later, they would lock the United States on a path toward massive military
intervention which would ultimately destroy Johnson's presidency and polarize the American people.
Into the Quagmire presents a closely rendered, almost day-by-day account of America's deepening
involvement in Vietnam during those crucial nine months. Mining a wealth of recently opened material at the
Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and elsewhere, Brian VanDeMark vividly depicts the painful unfolding of a
national tragedy. We meet an LBJ forever fearful of a conservative backlash, which he felt would doom his
Great Society, an unsure and troubled leader grappling with the unwanted burden of Vietnam; George Ball, a
maverick on Vietnam, whose carefully reasoned (and, in retrospect, strikingly prescient) stand against
escalation was discounted by Rusk, McNamara, and Bundy; and Clark Clifford, whose last-minute effort at a
pivotal meeting at Camp David failed to dissuade Johnson from doubling the number of ground troops in
Vietnam. What comes across strongly throughout the book is the deep pessimism of all the major
participants as things grew worse--neither LBJ, nor Bundy, nor McNamara, nor Rusk felt confident that
things would improve in South Vietnam, that there was any reasonable chance for victory, or that the South
had the will or the ability to prevail against the North. And yet deeper into the quagmire they went.
Whether describing a tense confrontation between George Ball and Dean Acheson ("You goddamned old
bastards," Ball said to Acheson, "you remind me of nothing so much as a bunch of buzzards sitting on a
fence and letting the young men die") or corrupt politicians in Saigon, VanDeMark provides readers with the
full flavor of national policy in the making. More important, he sheds greater light on why America became
entangled in the morass of Vietnam.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Wayt:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their
can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on guardería until university need this kind of Into the Quagmire: Lyndon Johnson and the Escalation of the
Vietnam War to read.

Sherry Spears:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Into the Quagmire: Lyndon Johnson and the Escalation of the Vietnam
War book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer involving Into the Quagmire: Lyndon Johnson and the Escalation of the Vietnam War
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Into the Quagmire: Lyndon
Johnson and the Escalation of the Vietnam War is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Tammy Campbell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Into the Quagmire: Lyndon Johnson
and the Escalation of the Vietnam War reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism Into the Quagmire: Lyndon Johnson and the Escalation of the Vietnam War as good book not
simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its
protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Bryant Booher:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is Into the Quagmire: Lyndon Johnson and the Escalation of the Vietnam War this guide
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how



does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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