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Poetry is an ideal artistic medium for expressing the fear, sorrow, and triumph of revolutionary times. Words
of Protest, Words of Freedom is the first comprehensive collection of poems written during and in response
to the American civil rights struggle of 1955–75. Featuring some of the most celebrated writers of the
twentieth century—including Maya Angelou, Amiri Baraka, Gwendolyn Brooks, Allen Ginsberg, Robert
Lowell, and Derek Walcott—alongside lesser-known poets, activists, and ordinary citizens, this anthology
presents a varied and vibrant set of voices, highlighting the tremendous symbolic reach of the civil rights
movement within and beyond the United States.

Some of the poems address crucial movement-related events—such as the integration of the Little Rock
schools, the murders of Emmett Till and Medgar Evers, the emergence of the Black Panther party, and the
race riots of the late 1960s—and key figures, including Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X, and John and
Robert Kennedy. Other poems speak more broadly to the social and political climate of the times. Along
with Jeffrey Lamar Coleman's headnotes, the poems recall the heartbreaking and jubilant moments of a
tumultuous era. Altogether, more than 150 poems by approximately 100 poets showcase the breadth of the
genre of civil rights poetry.

Selected contributors. Maya Angelou, W. H. Auden, Amiri Baraka, Gwendolyn Brooks, Lucille Clifton
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Langston Hughes, June Jordan, Philip Levine, Audre Lorde, Robert
Lowell, Pauli Murray, Huey P. Newton, Adrienne Rich, Sonia Sanchez, Léopold Sédar Senghor, Derek
Walcott, Alice Walker, Yevgeny Yevtushenko
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From reader reviews:

Monica Ceja:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Words
of Protest, Words of Freedom: Poetry of the American Civil Rights Movement and Era. All type of book can
you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Evelyn White:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Words of Protest, Words of Freedom:
Poetry of the American Civil Rights Movement and Era is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Thomas Garrett:

This Words of Protest, Words of Freedom: Poetry of the American Civil Rights Movement and Era is great
guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we
can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Words of Protest, Words of Freedom: Poetry of the American Civil Rights
Movement and Era in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

John Martindale:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Words of Protest, Words of Freedom: Poetry of the
American Civil Rights Movement and Era was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Words of Protest, Words of Freedom: Poetry of the American Civil Rights Movement and Era has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any
it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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