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Moving nimbly between literary and historical texts, Monica Flegel provides a much-needed interpretive
framework for understanding the specific formulation of child cruelty popularized by the National Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) in the late nineteenth century. Flegel considers a wide
range of well-known and more obscure texts from the mid-eighteenth century to the early twentieth,
including philosophical writings by Locke and Rousseau, poetry by Coleridge, Blake, and Caroline Norton,
works by journalists and reformers like Henry Mayhew and Mary Carpenter, and novels by Frances
Trollope, Charles Dickens, Wilkie Collins, and Arthur Morrison. Taking up crucial topics such as the linking
of children with animals, the figure of the child performer, the relationship between commerce and child
endangerment, and the problem of juvenile delinquency, Flegel examines the emergence of child abuse as a
subject of legal and social concern in England, and its connection to earlier, primarily literary representations
of endangered children. With the emergence of the NSPCC and the new crime of cruelty to children, new
professions and genres, such as child protection and social casework, supplanted literary works as the
authoritative voices in the definition of social ills and their cure. Flegel argues that this development had
material effects on the lives of children, as well as profound implications for the role of class in
representations of suffering and abused children. Combining nuanced close readings of individual texts with
persuasive interpretations of their influences and limitations, Flegel's book makes a significant contribution
to the history of childhood, social welfare, the family, and Victorian philanthropy.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Chase:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Conceptualizing Cruelty to Children in
Nineteenth-Century England: Literature, Representation, and the NSPCC (Ashgate Studies in Childhood,
1700 to the Present) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Cheree Rodriquez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based
on what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the
Conceptualizing Cruelty to Children in Nineteenth-Century England: Literature, Representation, and the
NSPCC (Ashgate Studies in Childhood, 1700 to the Present) is kind of publication which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Natalie Althoff:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Conceptualizing Cruelty to Children in Nineteenth-
Century England: Literature, Representation, and the NSPCC (Ashgate Studies in Childhood, 1700 to the
Present) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?

Sebrina Knapp:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As
we know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Conceptualizing Cruelty to Children in Nineteenth-Century England: Literature,
Representation, and the NSPCC (Ashgate Studies in Childhood, 1700 to the Present) we can get more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book



Conceptualizing Cruelty to Children in Nineteenth-Century England: Literature, Representation, and the
NSPCC (Ashgate Studies in Childhood, 1700 to the Present). You can more attractive than now.
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