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In Pastoral and Monumental, Donald C. Jackson chronicles America’s longtime fascination with dams as
represented on picture postcards from the late nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century. Through over four
hundred images, Jackson documents the remarkable transformation of dams and their significance to the
environment and culture of America.

Initially, dams were portrayed in pastoral settings on postcards that might jokingly proclaim them as “a dam
pretty place.” But scenes of flood damage, dam collapses, and other disasters also captured people’s
attention. Later, images of New Deal projects, such as the Hoover Dam, Grand Coulee Dam, and Norris
Dam, symbolized America’s rise from the Great Depression through monumental public works and
technological innovation. Jackson relates the practical applications of dams, describing their use in irrigation,
navigation, flood control, hydroelectric power, milling, mining, and manufacturing. He chronicles changing
construction techniques, from small timber mill dams to those more massive and more critical to a society
dependent on instant access to electricity and potable water.

Concurrent to the evolution of dam technology, Jackson recounts the rise of a postcard culture that was
fueled by advances in printing, photography, lowered postal rates, and America’s fascination with visual
imagery. In 1910, almost one billion postcards were mailed through the U.S. Postal Service, and for a period
of over fifty years, postcards featuring dams were “all the rage.” Whether displaying the charms of an old
mill, the aftermath of a devastating flood, or the construction of a colossal gravity dam, these postcards were
a testament to how people perceived dams as structures of both beauty and technological power.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Parker:

The book Pastoral and Monumental: Dams, Postcards, and the American Landscape give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
reading a book Pastoral and Monumental: Dams, Postcards, and the American Landscape to become your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a guide Pastoral and
Monumental: Dams, Postcards, and the American Landscape. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Nick Zapata:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be study.
Pastoral and Monumental: Dams, Postcards, and the American Landscape can be your answer as it can be
read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Anthony Anderson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Pastoral and Monumental: Dams, Postcards,
and the American Landscape was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Pastoral and Monumental: Dams, Postcards, and the American Landscape has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Kimberly Foley:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book Pastoral and Monumental: Dams, Postcards, and the American Landscape we can have
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book
Pastoral and Monumental: Dams, Postcards, and the American Landscape. You can more inviting than now.
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