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Now available in paperback, this book offers an innovative revaluation of Oscar Wilde's two collections of
fairy tales, The Happy Prince and Other Tales (1888) and A House of Pomegranates (1891). Providing a
comprehensive account of Wilde's familiarity with Irish folklore, this study challenges the prevailing
consensus that the stories draw heavily on such material. By emphasizing Wilde's own stated views on the
subject - and so contesting the assumption that he simply shared the well-documented interests of his parents,
Sir William Wilde and Lady Jane Wilde ('Speranza) - the book relocates the stories within a variety of
literary, cultural, and narrative traditions, both Irish and European. Acknowledging Wilde's often ambivalent
and ambiguous statements about his Irish national identity, Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales. Origins and Contexts
offers amore nuanced understanding of the importance of Ireland to Wilde's art. The detailed readings of the
fairy tales show that despite the stories' continuing appeal to children, Oscar Wilde intended hisfairy tales
for a predominantly adult audience. The book also demonstrates the ways in which, despite their eerie and
disturbing content, these fairy tales reaffirmed conservative values. *** This superb analysis...presents a new
and persuasive reading of Wilde'sfairy tales...Highly recommended. -- Choice *** A neglected aspect of
Wilde's oeuvre comes more clearly into focusin Anne Markey's useful study.... -- SEL Studiesin English
Literature 1500-1900, The Nineteenth Century [Subject: Literary Criticism, Irish Studies]
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From reader reviews:
Solomon Pepper:

The ability that you get from Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts is the more deep you
excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to know but Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales:
Origins and Contexts instantly.

Michael Moore:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its
deal with may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe
not as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales:
Origins and Contexts why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

CarrieCorrdl:

This Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for
some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales:
Origins and Contexts can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,
yep | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
thisreserveisthe answer. So thereisn't any in reading a publication especialy thisone. Y ou can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life in addition to knowledge.

Charles Edwards:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins and Contexts
was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Oscar Wilde's Fairy Tales: Origins
and Contexts has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. So, not at all of book are generally make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading this.
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