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Voices from the Asylum is a fascinating investigation of the lives of four women incarcerated in French
psychiatric hospitals in the second half of the nineteenth century. The renowned sculptor (and mistress of
Rodin) Camille Claudel, the musician Hersilie Rouy, the feminist activist Marie Esquiron, and the self-
proclaimed mystic and eccentric Pauline Lair Lamotte, all left first-hand accounts of their experiences. These
rare and unsettling documents provide the foundation for a unique insight into the experience of psychiatric
breakdown and treatment from the patient's viewpoint.

By linking the question of gender to the process of medical diagnosis made by contemporary clinicians such
as Sigmund Freud, this book argues that psychiatric medicine functioned as an integral part of an essentially
misogynistic and oppressive society. Wilson suggests that "delusional" utterances can be read as meaningful
when read as metaphorical expressions of real suffering, and as strategies to ensure the survival of a self
under threat. These narratives therefore constituted an act of resistance on the part of the women who wrote
them, and they prefigure the feminist revisionist histories of psychiatry that appeared later in the twentieth
century.

Straddling the disciplines of literature and social history, and based on extensive archival research, this book
makes an important contribution to the feminist project of writing women back into literary history. It brings
to light a remarkable but hitherto unrecognised literary tradition in the prehistory of psychoanalysis: the
psychiatric memoir.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Sugg:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Voices from the Asylum: Four
French Women Writers, 1850-1920 (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) will make you
to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Jennifer Nava:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Voices from the
Asylum: Four French Women Writers, 1850-1920 (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs)
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Sarah Lopez:

The book untitled Voices from the Asylum: Four French Women Writers, 1850-1920 (Oxford Modern
Languages and Literature Monographs) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to
read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It
is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and
order it. Have a nice examine.

Steven Miller:

You will get this Voices from the Asylum: Four French Women Writers, 1850-1920 (Oxford Modern
Languages and Literature Monographs) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now,
you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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