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When Russia declared war on the Ottoman Empire in April 1877, it was the fifth time during the nineteenth
century that hostilities had broken out between the two empires. On this occasion the other Great Powers had
done all they could to prevent it, although public opinion in the West had been shocked by Turkey's brutal
repression of the Bulgarian uprising. The war was to be fought in two distinct theaters. In Europe, as on
previous occasions, the Russian objective was to cross first the Danube and then the formidable Balkan
Mountains before striking for Constantinople. In Asia, over territory also contested many times before, the
Russians aimed to seize Kars and then Erzerum. At first all went well for the invaders, the Turks making no
serious attempt to hold the line of the Danube, while a thrust south by General Gourko succeeded in crossing
the Balkans by a pass not previously considered practicable. At Plevna, however, the Russian advance stalled
in the face of the determined defense of the place by the redoubtable Osman Pasha. In Asia, meanwhile, after
initial success, the Russian advance was halted by defeat at Zevin. Poor strategic judgment on the part of the
Turks led to their failure to take advantage of the opportunity provided by Osman, even after the Russians
had suffered three bloody defeats at Plevna. Eventually, after the town was closely invested, it fell to the
besiegers. In Asia, the Turks suffered a major defeat in the battle of God's Mountain, and were driven back to
Erzerum, while Kars fell to a brilliant assault by the Russian forces. These defeats marked the beginning of
the end for the Turks. By January 1878 the Russians were over the Balkans in force, and the last viable
Turkish army was surrounded and captured at Shenovo. Armistice negotiations led to a suspension of
hostilities and to the treaty of San Stefano. The other Great Powers had watched the conflict with mounting
anxiety and were determined to moderate the terms of San Stefano which had imposed harsh conditions on
the Ottoman Empire. This, following tortuous diplomatic negotiations, they succeeded in doing at the
Congress of Berlin in July 1878. This book, the first military history of the war in English for over a century,
traces the course of the campaigns, examining the many occasions on which the outcome of a battle might
have gone the other way, and the performance of the combatants, both leaders and led. The book considers
the extent to which the parties applied the lessons of recent wars, as well as the conclusions that could be
drawn from the experience of combat with the latest weapons. It also explores the complicated motives of
the Great Powers in general, and Britain in particular, in bringing about a final settlement, which postponed
the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire. The author's detailed text is accompanied by an extensive number of
black and white illustrations, an impressive color plate section containing reproductions of paintings by
artists such as Vereshchagin, plus black and white and color battle maps. Extensive orders of battle are also
provided.
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From reader reviews:

Jamey Ainsworth:

The book War in the East: A Military History of the Russo-Turkish War 1877-78 can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book War in the
East: A Military History of the Russo-Turkish War 1877-78? Several of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible
to share all of these. Book War in the East: A Military History of the Russo-Turkish War 1877-78 has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Andrew Martin:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific War in the East: A Military
History of the Russo-Turkish War 1877-78 book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Joseph Singleton:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This War in the East: A Military History of the Russo-Turkish War 1877-78 book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with War in the East: A Military History of the Russo-Turkish War 1877-78 content conveys
objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking War in the East: A Military History of
the Russo-Turkish War 1877-78 is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Leonard Jones:

The reason? Because this War in the East: A Military History of the Russo-Turkish War 1877-78 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help



improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had
been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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