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Much controversy exists concerning Major General Benjamin F. Butler's administration in New Orleans
during the second year of the Civil War. Some historians have extolled the general as a great humanitarian,
while others have vilified him as a brazen opportunist, agreeing with the wealthy of occupied New Orleans
who labeled him "Beast" Butler. In this thorough examination of Butler's career in the Crescent City, Chester
G. Hearn reveals that both assessments are right.

As a criminal lawyer prior to entering politics, Butler learned two great lessons -- how to beat the rich and
powerful at their own game, and how to succeed as a felon without being caught. In New Orleans, Butler
drew on these lessons, visibly enjoying power, removing those who questioned his authority, and delighting
in defeating his opponents. Because of his remoteness from Washington, he was able to make up his own
rules as he went along, surrounding himself with trusted friends and family members who had no choice but
to keep his secrets lest they incriminate themselves.

Butler made every effort to humble the rich, who abhorred him and whose sordid characterizations of his
regime -- some true, some not -- became legendary. As Hearn explains, Butler's legacy of corruption clouded
many admirable aspects of his administration. He championed the poor, many of whom would have starved
had he not fed and employed them. He also established sanitation policies that helped rid the city of disease
and saved the lives of thousands of New Orleans' less-fortunate.

Vividly describing Butler's childhood and his political career before and after the war, Hearn deftly places
Butler's New Orleans reign in the context of his life. He also offers new information on Butler, including the
first investigation of his suspicious accumulation of great wealth late in life.

In a fast-paced, colorful narrative, Hearn shows Butler to be a fascinating case study of contradictions, a
remarkable man with a politician's appetite for wealth and power as well as a sincere empathy for the poor.
All Civil War historians and buffs will savor this riveting, insightful portrait of the man behind "the Beast."
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Clothier:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of When the Devil
Came Down to Dixie: Ben Butler in New Orleans book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Teresa Propst:

The event that you get from When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben Butler in New Orleans is a more
deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben Butler in
New Orleans giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
particular When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben Butler in New Orleans instantly.

Iris Wright:

You may get this When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben Butler in New Orleans by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.

Duane Vega:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben Butler in New Orleans can



make you experience more interested to read.
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