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The Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States guarantees that all citizens have the right
to vote without regard to their "race, color, or previous condition of servitude." For almost a century the
Fifteenth Amendment was a dead letter. Throughout the South millions of nonwhite Americans were
excluded from the political process by poll taxes, literacy tests, and other devices. The landmark Voting
Rights Act of 1965 sought to end that injustice.

In this absorbing book, political scientist Abigail Thernstrom analyzes the radical transformation of the
Voting Rights Act in the years since its passage. She shows how a measure carefully crafted to open the
polling booths to southern blacks has evolved into a powerful tool for affirmative action in the electoral
sphere--a means to promote black and Hispanic officeholding by creating "safe" seats for minority
candidates, What began as an effort to give minorities a fair shake has become a means of ensuring a fair
share.

Thernstrom demonstrates how voting rights have created a "political thicket" in which Congress, the courts,
and the justice Department have been lost. Why this should be true, how small statutory changes led to large
and unexpected results, how civil rights groups prevailed against a conservative Senate, how Republicans
have benefited from gerrymandering to increase black officeholding--these stories are all part of
Thernstrom's well-told tale.

Even though the concept of the right to vote retains an aura of moral simplicity, the issue of minority voting
rights is perhaps the most complex, yet least studied, of all affirmative action issues. Whose Votes Count?
should stimulate the overdue discussion that the subject deserves among all those concerned with American
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Bell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and
Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth Century Fund Books/Reports/Studies) book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Debra Ruff:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more
time to be read. Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth Century
Fund Books/Reports/Studies) can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those
short free time problems.

Cheryl Burnett:

Beside this particular Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth
Century Fund Books/Reports/Studies) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Whose
Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth Century Fund
Books/Reports/Studies) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from today!

Doris Stone:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and
Minority Voting Rights (Twentieth Century Fund Books/Reports/Studies) was vibrant and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Whose Votes Count?: Affirmative Action and Minority Voting
Rights (Twentieth Century Fund Books/Reports/Studies) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens.
For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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