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Although they are among the most important sources of the history of the American Southwest, the lives of
ordinary immigrants from Mexico have rarely been recorded. Educated and hardworking, Luis G. Gómez
came to Texas from Mexico as a young man in the mid-1880s. He made his way around much of South
Texas, finding work on the railroad and in other businesses, observing the people and ways of the region and
committing them to memory for later transcription. From the moment he crossed the Rio Grande at
Matamoros-Brownsville, Gómez sought his fortune in a series of contracting operations that created the
infrastructure to help develop the Texas economy—clearing land, cutting wood, building roads, laying track,
constructing bridges, and quarrying rock. Gómez describes Mexican customs in the United States, such as
courtship and marriage, relations with Anglo employers, religious practices, and the simple home gatherings
that sustained those Mexican Texans who settled in urban areas like Houston, isolated from predominantly
Mexican South Texas. Few of the 150,000 immigrants in the last half of the nineteenth century left written
records of their experiences, but Gómez wrote his memoir and had it privately published in Spanish in 1935.
Crossing the Rio Grande presents an English edition of that memoir, translated by the author’s grandson,
Guadalupe Valdez Jr., with assistance from Javier Villarreal, a professor of Spanish at Texas A&M
University–Corpus Christi. An introduction by Thomas H. Kreneck explainss the book’s value to scholarship
and describes what has been learned of the publication history of the original Spanish-language volume.
Valdez’s comments provide a lucid and engaging picture of his grandfather’s later life and his gentlemanly
character. This charming little volume provides a valuable account of a relatively undocumented period in
Mexican Texans’ history. Almost unknown to those outside his family, this narrative has now been
“recovered,” edited by Valdez and Kreneck, and made available to a wider, interested public.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Nixon:

Here thing why this particular Crossing the Rio Grande: An Immigrant's Life in the 1880s are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Crossing the Rio Grande: An Immigrant's Life in the 1880s
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve
that similar with Crossing the Rio Grande: An Immigrant's Life in the 1880s. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Crossing the Rio
Grande: An Immigrant's Life in the 1880s in e-book can be your alternative.

Leonard Vega:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Crossing the Rio Grande: An Immigrant's Life in the 1880s, you could tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
guide.

Billie Brown:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the book untitled Crossing the Rio Grande: An Immigrant's Life in the 1880s can be great book
to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Diane Dockins:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Crossing the Rio Grande: An Immigrant's
Life in the 1880s or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly



great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Crossing the Rio Grande: An Immigrant's Life in the 1880s to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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