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America's commitment to public schooling once seemed unshakable. But today the movement to privatize
K-12 education is stronger than ever. A veteran teacher and administrator, Samuel Abrams examines the rise
of market forces in public education and reveals how a commercial mindset has taken over.

For decades, Milton Friedman and his disciples contended that private markets could deliver better schooling
than governments. In the 1990s, this belief was put to the test by Edison Schools and other for-profit
educational management organizations (EMOs). Edison grew rapidly, running schools in Baltimore,
Philadelphia, and many other cities across the country. Yet disappointing academic and financial outcomes
soon pushed the company and its competitors to the margins. The focus of EMOs on efficiency and results
nevertheless found expression in federal policy with No Child Left Behind in 2002 and Race to the Top in
2009. The new ethos also defined nonprofit charter management organizations (CMOs) like KIPP that
surfaced in the wake of EMOs and flourished. But the dependence of CMOs on philanthropists, tireless
teachers, and students capable of abiding by rigid expectations limits their reach.

Abrams argues that while the commercial mindset sidesteps fundamental challenges, public schools should
adopt lessons from the business world. Citing foreign practices, he recommends raising teacher salaries to
attract and retain talent, conferring more autonomy on educators to build ownership, and employing
sampling techniques rather than universal assessments to gauge student progress.
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From reader reviews:

Loren Hatfield:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Education and the Commercial Mindset. Try to face the book
Education and the Commercial Mindset as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book.
So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Stephanie Dillard:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Education and the Commercial Mindset. You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book
Education and the Commercial Mindset. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by
a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Monica Bonner:

The ability that you get from Education and the Commercial Mindset will be the more deep you looking the
information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Education and the Commercial Mindset giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Education and the
Commercial Mindset instantly.

Terrance Bartholomew:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This reserve Education and the Commercial Mindset was filled in
relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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