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In an ideal world, the laws of Congress--known as federal statutes--would always be clearly worded and
easily understood by the judges tasked with interpreting them. But many laws feature ambiguous or even
contradictory wording. How, then, should judges divine their meaning? Should they stick only to the text?
To what degree, if any, should they consult aids beyond the statutes themselves? Are the purposes of
lawmakers in writing law relevant?

Some judges, such as Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, believe courts should look to the language of
the statute and virtually nothing else. Chief Judge Robert A. Katzmann of the U.S. Court of Appealsfor the
Second Circuit respectfully disagrees. In Judging Statutes, Katzmann, who is atrained political scientist as
well as ajudge, argues that our constitutional system charges Congress with enacting laws; therefore, how
Congress makes its purposes known through both the laws themselves and reliable accompanying materials
should be respected. He looks at how the American government works, including how laws come to be and
how various agencies construe legislation. He then explains the judicia process of interpreting and applying
these laws through the demonstration of two interpretative approaches, purposivism (focusing on the purpose
of alaw) and textualism (focusing solely on the text of the written law). Katzmann draws from his
experience to show how this process plays out in the real world, and concludes with some suggestions to
promote understanding between the courts and Congress.

When courts interpret the laws of Congress, they should be mindful of how Congress actually functions, how

lawmakers signal the meaning of statutes, and what those legislators expect of courts construing their laws.
The legidative record behind alaw isin truth part of its foundation, and therefore merits consideration.
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From reader reviews:
Harold Hutchison:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Judging Statutes
suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Judging
Statutesis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of .
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core
of this book. This book will give you awide range of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Ronald Jackson:

Exactly why? Because this Judging Statutes is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So, it is good for you for not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of gains than the other
book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate
having that book? If | had been you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Carlos M oses;

The book untitled Judging Statutes contain alot of information on this. The writer explains her ideawith
easy means. The language is very clear and understandable al the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Jennifer Valdovinos;

This Judging Statutes is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since
it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Judging Statutes can be the light food for yourself because
the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make
them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So thereis not any in reading a guide especially this one.
Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't missthis! Just read thise-
book sort for your better life aswell as knowledge.
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