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Previous to the eleventh century there had been quarrels between Emperor and Pope. Occasional Popes, such
as Nicholas I (858-67), had asserted high prerogatives for the successor of St. Peter, but we have seen that
the Church herself taught the co-ordinate and the mutual dependence of the ecclesiastical and secular
powers. It was the circumstances of the tenth century which caused the Church to assume a less complacent
attitude and, in her efforts to prevent her absorption by the State, to attempt the reduction of the State to a
mere department of the Church.
With the acceptance of Christianity as the official religion of the Empire the organisation of the Church
tended to follow the arrangements for purposes of civil government. And when at a later period civil society
was gradually organising itself on that hierarchical model which we know as feudalism, the Church, in the
persons of its officers, was tending to become not so much the counterpart of the State as an integral part of
it. For the clergy, as being the only educated class, were used by the Kings as civil administrators, and on the
great officials of the Church were bestowed extensive estates which should make them a counterpoise to the
secular nobles. In theory the clergy and people of the diocese still elected their bishop, but in reality he came
to be nominated by the King, at whose hands he received investiture of his office by the symbolic gifts of the
ring and the pastoral staff, and to whom he did homage for the lands of the see, since by virtue of them he
was a baron of the realm. Thus for all practical purposes the great ecclesiastic was a secular noble, a layman.
He had often obtained his high ecclesiastical office as a reward for temporal service, and had not
infrequently paid a large sum of money as an earnest of loyal conduct and for the privilege of recouping
himself tenfold by unscrupulous use of the local patronage which was his.
Furthermore, in contravention of the canons of the Church, the secular clergy, whether bishops or priests,
were very frequently married. The Church, it is true, did not consecrate these marriages; but, it is said, they
were so entirely recognised that the wife of a bishop was called Episcopissa. There was an imminent danger
that the ecclesiastical order would shortly lapse into an hereditary social caste, and that the sons of priests
inheriting their fathers’ benefices would merely become another order of landowners...
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Trammell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Church and the Empire. Try to make the book The Church and
the Empire as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Terrie Delgadillo:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Church and the
Empire book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jeffrey Diaz:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Church and the Empire why because the
great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.

James Pitts:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The Church and the Empire was vibrant and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book The Church and the Empire has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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