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“I was born in a log cabin just like Abe Lincoln, except our cabin was a rental.” Starting with this account of
his humble origins, Manny Garcia, who describes himself as “a left-handed, rather contrary Mestizo-
American,” has written a memoir that begins in late 1947 in the San Luis Valley of Southern Colorado and
takes him to Utah and a stint as a Mormon and ultimately to Vietnam.

In late 1965, a cocky, naïve, alienated teen-ager, Garcia joined the army almost accidentally, enlisting for
three years. At eighteen he became an Airborne Ranger, a combat infantryman with the crack First Brigade
of the 101st Airborne Division, the Screaming Eagles. His book shows you the war from the point man
position, up close and personal, at eye level.

“I returned to the body and checked for booby traps. I noticed the guerilla’s small bare leathery feet. I rolled
the body over and realized the corpse at my feet was an old woman. Her hair was pulled back and tied in a
bun, like how my grandmother used to wear her own hair. This was my first kill. I killed a woman before I
made love to one. I killed a woman before I was old enough to vote. I killed a woman before I bought my
first car. I killed a woman and I was an Eagle Scout. I killed a woman while I was on probation to the
Juvenile Court. I killed a woman before I knew she was a woman. I killed a woman while working for the
United States Army in South Vietnam. I had killed before I had lived. The afternoon in the jungle was bright
and hot. I stood there sweating, bewildered, dumfounded, and completely absorbed by the power.”—from
An Accidental Soldier

“A valuable contribution to the growing list of Viet Nam narratives told from communities whose histories
have yet to be fully recognized.”—Jorge Mariscal, University of California, San Diego
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From reader reviews:

Deloras Pinkston:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled An Accidental Soldier: Memoirs of a Mestizo in Vietnam. Try to make
book An Accidental Soldier: Memoirs of a Mestizo in Vietnam as your buddy. It means that it can to become
your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

William Roger:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand
up than other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular An Accidental
Soldier: Memoirs of a Mestizo in Vietnam book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Frances Smith:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title An Accidental Soldier:
Memoirs of a Mestizo in Vietnam suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era.
The book untitled An Accidental Soldier: Memoirs of a Mestizo in Vietnamis the main of several books that
will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give
you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

Chi Reyes:

An Accidental Soldier: Memoirs of a Mestizo in Vietnam can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing An Accidental Soldier:
Memoirs of a Mestizo in Vietnam but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.
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