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"I'm going to break the ashes," yelled one daily drinker to another as their paths crossed early in the morning
in the Sri Lankan village Michele Ruth Gamburd calls Naeaegama. The drinker's cryptic comment compared
the warming power of alcohol?in the form of his first shot of kasippu, the local moonshine?with the
rekindled heat of a kitchen fire. As the adverse effects of globalization have brought poverty to many areas
of the world, more people, particularly men, have increased their use and abuse of alcohol. Despite Buddhist
prohibitions against the consumption of mind-altering substances, men in Naeaegama are drinking more, at a
younger age, and the number of problem drinkers has begun to grow.

In Breaking the Ashes, Gamburd explores the changing role of alcohol. Her account is populated with lively
characters, many of whom Gamburd has known since visiting the village for the first time as a child. In
wonderfully clear prose Gamburd offers readers an understanding of the cultural context for social and
antisocial alcohol consumption, insight into everyday and ceremonial drinking in Naeaegama, and an
overview of the production of illicit alcohol. Breaking the Ashes includes a discussion of the key economic
aspects that fuel conflicts between husbands and wives, moonshine-makers and police. Addressing Western
and indigenous ways to conceptualize and treat alcohol dependence, Gamburd explores the repercussions?at
the family as well as the community level?of alcohol's abuse.
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From reader reviews:

Jon Gomes:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Breaking the Ashes: The Culture of
Illicit Liquor in Sri Lanka is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

John Champlin:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Breaking the Ashes: The Culture of Illicit Liquor in Sri Lanka book is
readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to
you. The writer associated with Breaking the Ashes: The Culture of Illicit Liquor in Sri Lanka content
conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Breaking the Ashes: The Culture of
Illicit Liquor in Sri Lanka is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Shane Hern:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Breaking the Ashes: The Culture of Illicit Liquor in Sri Lanka can make
you feel more interested to read.

Yolanda Sartain:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different
hobby. And also you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You
need to understand that reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to
provide you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them
is Breaking the Ashes: The Culture of Illicit Liquor in Sri Lanka.
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