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In afamous episode of the eighteenth-century masterpiece The Dream of the Red Chamber, the goddess
Disenchantment introduces the hero, Pao-yi, to the splendors and dangers of the Illusory Ream of Great
Void. The goddess, one of the divine women in Chinese literature who inspire contradictory impul ses of
attachment and detachment, tells Pao-y that the purpose of his dream visit is " disenchantment through
enchantment,” or "enlightenment through love." Examining arange of genres from different periods, Wai-
yee Li reveals the persistence of the dialectic embodied by the goddess: whileillusion originatesin love and
desire, it isonly through love and desire that illusion can be transcended.

Li begins by defining the context of these issues through the study of an entire poetic tradition, placing
specia emphasis on the role of language and of the feminine element. Then, focusing on the "dream plays"
by T'ang Hsien-tsu, she turns to the late Ming, an age which discovers radical subjectivity, and goes on to
explore a seventeenth-century collection of classical tales, Records of the Strange from the Liao-chai Studio
by Pu Sung-ling. The latter half of the book is devoted to athorough analysis of The Dream of the Red
Chamber, the most profound treatment of the dialectic of enchantment and disenchantment, love and
enlightenment, illusion and reality.

Originally published in 1993.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previoudly out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library isto vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:
Thomas Stewart:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some peopl e experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Enchantment and Disenchantment: Love and Illusion in Chinese Literature
(Princeton Legacy Library).

GloriaWdls:

Throughout other case, little personslike to read book Enchantment and Disenchantment: Love and Illusion
in Chinese Literature (Princeton Legacy Library). Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
Providing we know about how isimportant a new book Enchantment and Disenchantment: Love and Illusion
in Chinese Literature (Princeton Legacy Library). Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by abook. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, you can open abook as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Betty Norsworthy:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long
to reading a guide. The book Enchantment and Disenchantment: Love and Illusion in Chinese Literature
(Princeton Legacy Library) it israther good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The priceis
not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Frederica Dawkins:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of thistime you only find publication that need more time
to be examine. Enchantment and Disenchantment: Love and Illusion in Chinese Literature (Princeton Legacy
Library) can be your answer asit can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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