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In this book, Norman Cantor analyzes the legal and moral status of people with profound mental disabilities
-- those with extreme cognitive impairments that prevent their exercise of medical self-determination. He
proposes a legal and moral framework for surrogate medical decision making on their behalf. The issues
Cantor explores will be of interest to professionals in law, medicine, psychology, philosophy, and ethics, as
well as to parents, guardians, and health care providers who face perplexing issues in the context of surrogate
medical decision making.The profoundly mentally disabled are thought by some moral philosophers to lack
the minimum cognitive ability for personhood. Countering this position, Cantor advances both theoretical
and practical arguments for according them full legal and moral status. He also argues that the concept of
intrinsic human dignity should have an integral role in shaping the bounds of surrogate decision making.
Thus, he claims, while profoundly mentally disabled persons are not entitled to make their own medical
decisions, respect for intrinsic human dignity dictates their right to have a conscientious surrogate make
medical decisions on their behalf. Cantor discusses the criteria that bind such surrogates. He asserts, contrary
to popular wisdom, that the best interests of the disabled person are not always the determinative standard:
the interests of family or others can sometimes be considered. Surrogates may even, consistent with the
intrinsic human dignity standard, sometimes authorize tissue donation or participation in nontherapeutic
medical research by profoundly disabled persons. Intrinsic human dignity limits the occasions for such
decisions and dictates close attention to the preferences and feelings of the profoundly disabled persons
themselves. Cantor also analyzes the underlying philosophical rationale that makes these decision-making
criteria consistent with law and morals.
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From reader reviews:

David Lalonde:

Here thing why this kind of Making Medical Decisions for the Profoundly Mentally Disabled (Basic
Bioethics) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends
in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Making Medical Decisions for the
Profoundly Mentally Disabled (Basic Bioethics) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Making Medical Decisions for the
Profoundly Mentally Disabled (Basic Bioethics). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train.
For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Making Medical
Decisions for the Profoundly Mentally Disabled (Basic Bioethics) in e-book can be your alternate.

Dorothy Frazier:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Making Medical Decisions for the
Profoundly Mentally Disabled (Basic Bioethics) is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And
so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Patricia McGuire:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is usually Making Medical Decisions for the Profoundly Mentally Disabled (Basic
Bioethics). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Ruby Mejia:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book
Making Medical Decisions for the Profoundly Mentally Disabled (Basic Bioethics) we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
time book Making Medical Decisions for the Profoundly Mentally Disabled (Basic Bioethics). You can more
appealing than now.
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