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The revised and updated edition of Modern Arabic takes this authoritative, concise linguistic description of
the structure and use of modern Arabic to an invaluable new level. Clive Holes traces the development of the
Arabic language from Classical Arabic, the written language used in the 7th century for the Qur'an and
poetry, through the increasingly symbiotic use of Modern Standard Arabic or MSA (the language of writing
and formal speech) and dialectal Arabic (the language of normal conversation). He shows how Arabic has
been shaped over the centuries by migration, urbanization, and education?giving us "a balanced,
dispassionate, and accurate picture of the structures, functions, and varieties of the contemporary Arabic
language."

Holes explains the structural characteristics?phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and lexical and
stylistic developments?that the majority of the dialects share, as distinguished from Modern Standard Arabic.
He also shows how native speakers use both types of Arabic for different purposes, with MSA being the
language of power and control as used on television and in political speeches, and the dialects serving as the
language of intimacy and domesticity. He further shows how MSA and spoken dialects are not as
compartmentalized as one might be led to believe. Modern Arabic illustrates the use of the Arabic language
in real life, whether in conversation, news bulletins and newspaper articles, serious literature, or song.

This new edition takes into account research published in several areas of Arabic linguistics since the first
edition was published in 1995. It includes more extensive comment on the North African Arabic vocabulary
of Modern Standard Arabic, more information about "mixed" varieties of written Arabic that are not in MSA
(especially in Egypt), updated references, explanations, and many new examples. All Arabic is transcribed,
except for an appendix presenting the Arabic alphabet and script. Students of the Arabic language will find
Modern Arabic without peer?as will those general linguists who are interested in discovering how Arabic
compares structurally and sociolinguistically with European languages.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Brock:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Modern Arabic: Structures, Functions, and Varieties (Georgetown
Classics in Arabic Languages and Linguistics).

Patricia Steele:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Modern Arabic: Structures, Functions,
and Varieties (Georgetown Classics in Arabic Languages and Linguistics), you can enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Michael Kenney:

The book untitled Modern Arabic: Structures, Functions, and Varieties (Georgetown Classics in Arabic
Languages and Linguistics) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea
with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Warren Cruz:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Modern Arabic: Structures, Functions, and
Varieties (Georgetown Classics in Arabic Languages and Linguistics) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially.
It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Modern
Arabic: Structures, Functions, and Varieties (Georgetown Classics in Arabic Languages and Linguistics) can
to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the



time.
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