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On September 30, 1955, a budding movie star who had just completed a rigorous schedule that included
three films, set out on a trip to participate in a sports-car race in Salinas, California. James Dean never made
it to his destination. Instead, Dean’s silver Porsche 550 Spyder was hit head-on by another motorist. Dean,
the actor from Fairmount, Indiana, had died. Dean, the legend, was born. Even today, fans of the actor make
annual pilgrimages to Dean’s Indiana grave site.

In this third volume of the Indiana Historical Society Press’s Indiana Biography Series, Wes D. Gehring, a
noted authority on film, takes a fresh look at Dean’s life, exploring the actor’s early days growing up on his
beloved aunt and uncle’s farm in Fairmount to his struggle for success as an actor in television and on
Broadway to his meteoric rise to fame in Hollywood. The biography also features a foreword written by
Conrad Lane, Ball State University professor emeriti and a longtime film essayist.

For too long, Gehring argues, Dean has been totally confused with the troubled teenager he played in the
movies, most powerfully in the classic Rebel Without a Cause (1955). The real Dean was a hardworking
actor equipped with a clear agenda for success. The biography examines how Dean consciously posed as an
angst-ridden youth. "Indeed," notes Gehring, "it was easily his greatest and most sustained acting job."

In addition, the book highlights the key influence Indiana played on Dean’s life. Instead of a meaningless
stop on his road to success, the state, especially the tight-knit community of Fairmount, offered the budding
star sustained encouragement and support through good times and bad. Readers will also discover Dean’s
comic ability among friends and family, including his always popular imitations of such fellow acting greats
as Charlie Chaplin and Marlon Brando.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Pinkham:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that James Dean: Rebel With A Cause
(Indiana Biography) to read.

Robert Heck:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title James Dean:
Rebel With A Cause (Indiana Biography) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known
writer in this era. The book untitled James Dean: Rebel With A Cause (Indiana Biography)is one of several
books that everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-
book you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal
of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Stephanie Bush:

The book untitled James Dean: Rebel With A Cause (Indiana Biography) contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read
on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Gilbert Westmoreland:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like James Dean: Rebel With A Cause
(Indiana Biography) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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