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In 1695, John Miller, a clergyman traveling through New York, found it appalling that so many couples lived
together without ever being married and that no one viewed "ante-nuptial fornication" as anything
scandalous or sinful. Charles Woodmason, an Anglican minister in South Carolina in 1766, described the
region as a "stage of debauchery" in which polygamy was "very common," "concubinage general," and
"bastardy no disrepute." These depictions of colonial North America's sexual culture sharply contradict the
stereotype of Puritanical abstinence that persists in the popular imagination.

In Sexual Revolution in Early America, Richard Godbeer boldly overturns conventional wisdom about the
sexual values and customs of colonial Americans. His eye-opening historical account spans two centuries
and most of British North America, from New England to the Caribbean, exploring the social, political, and
legal dynamics that shaped a diverse sexual culture. Drawing on exhaustive research into diaries, letters, and
other private papers, as well as legal records and official documents, Godbeer's absorbing narrative uncovers
a persistent struggle between the moral authorities and the widespread expression of popular customs and
individual urges.

Godbeer begins with a discussion of the complex attitude that the Puritans had toward sexuality. For
example, although believing that sex could be morally corrupting, they also considered it to be such an
essential element of a healthy marriage that they excommunicated those who denied "conjugal fellowship" to
their spouses. He next examines the ways in which race and class affected the debate about sexual mores,
from anxieties about Anglo-Indian sexual relations to the sense of sexual entitlement that planters held over
their African slaves. He concludes by detailing the fundamental shift in sexual culture during the eighteenth
century towards the acceptance of a more individualistic concept of sexual desire and fulfillment. Today's
moral critics, in their attempts to convince Americans of the social and spiritual consequences of unregulated
sexual behavior, often harken back to a more innocent age; as this groundbreaking work makes clear,
America's sexual culture has always been rich, vibrant, and contentious.
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From reader reviews:

Bridget Dell:

The book with title Sexual Revolution in Early America (Gender Relations in the American Experience)
posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read this anywhere you want.

Ronald Smith:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a e-book. The book Sexual Revolution in Early America (Gender Relations in the American
Experience) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book offers high quality.

Jimmy Stone:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Sexual Revolution in Early America
(Gender Relations in the American Experience) guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Sexual
Revolution in Early America (Gender Relations in the American Experience) as good book not merely by the
cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Betty Dunham:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Sexual Revolution in Early America
(Gender Relations in the American Experience) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like
to open up a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Sexual Revolution in Early America (Gender



Relations in the American Experience) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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