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In a biography woven from equal parts enchantment and mystery, Jim Steinmeyer unveils the secrets behind
the most enigmatic performer in the history of stage magic, Chung Ling Soo, the “Marvelous Chinese
Conjurer”—a magician whose daring made his contemporary Houdini seem like the boy next door. Soo’s
infamous and suspicious onstage death in 1918 mystified his fellow magicians: he was shot during a
performance of “Defying the Bullets,” in which he attempted to catch marked bullets on a porcelain plate.
When Soo died, his deceptions began to unravel. It was discovered that he was not Chinese but a fifty-eight-
year-old American named William Ellsworth Robinson, a former magicians’ assistant and the husband of
Olive Robinson. But even William Robinson was not who he appeared to be, for he had kept a second family
with a mistress in a fashionable home near London.

Here is a look at the rough-and-tumble world of turn-of-the-century entertainments, the West’s discovery of
Oriental culture, and Soo's strange descent into secrecy as he rose to stardom—written by the foremost
chronicler of magic’s history and culture. Due to the scandals surrounding Robinson’s death, this is the first
time his full story has ever been told.

Photographs are included.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that
is look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you
read you can spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book The Glorious Deception: The Double Life of
William Robinson, aka Chung Ling Soo, the "Marvelous Chinese Conjurer" it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read
this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Merideth Davis:

The reason? Because this The Glorious Deception: The Double Life of William Robinson, aka Chung Ling
Soo, the "Marvelous Chinese Conjurer" is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to
snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than
the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Anthony Perez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Glorious Deception: The Double
Life of William Robinson, aka Chung Ling Soo, the "Marvelous Chinese Conjurer" book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still hesitation The Glorious Deception: The Double Life of William Robinson,
aka Chung Ling Soo, the "Marvelous Chinese Conjurer" as good book not simply by the cover but also
through the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Robert Rascoe:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Glorious Deception: The Double Life of



William Robinson, aka Chung Ling Soo, the "Marvelous Chinese Conjurer" or others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their
knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Glorious Deception: The
Double Life of William Robinson, aka Chung Ling Soo, the "Marvelous Chinese Conjurer" to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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